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A few weeks ago I attended my first NACWAA (National Association of Collegiate Women Athletics 
Administrators) National Convention in Kansas City. While there, I experienced an inside look at a 
remarkable group of women from all across the United States who have a passion for collegiate 
athletics. Pursuant was privileged to be a sponsor of this unique sisterhood that empowers, develops, 
assists, celebrates, affirms, involves, and honors women working in all fields of intercollegiate sports.

Two of my Pursuant Sports team members, Jason Mitchell and Rob Burns, and I left this year’s 
convention inspired by the unified mission, world-class excellence, passionate commitment, deep 
friendships, and positive attitudes reflected by all in attendance. And talk about power and influence—
they converted all of the men’s restrooms in the Sheraton Hotel to women’s restrooms! 

There is continued greatness ahead for the women of NACWAA. Through their example in Kansas City, I 
was reminded of some great life lessons—many which 
apply to our world of fundraising and philanthropy. 
Here are five of my favorites that are worth your time 
and consideration:

1. There is great power in unity.  

Unity was evident with the NACWAA women, and it 
was powerful! Who are you marching with and with 
whom are you in one accord? When people march 
in unison, there is lightning-charged energy—it is 
infectious!

We love to encourage and coach our partners toward achieving a “one for all, and all for one” 
cohesiveness to the mission and vision of their nonprofit.
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2. Bring passion–do what you love and 
love what you do!

You can’t fake this. Love and passion come from the heart and 
bring to life everything in you and around you.

When people are “on fire” for their mission and organization, 
it ignites their sphere of influence, and then all are drawn to 
the fire. We all want to be inspired and feel like we are part 

of something meaningful. People who truly believe in and love what they do will find success despite 
the circumstances. Performance, quotas, budget lines, and so on can cause us to lose sight of what first 
moved us to want to be a part of something greater. Reconnect with what makes you come alive.

3. Attitude is everything.

My sweet mom graduated to heaven just a month before I went to the NACWAA gathering, and 
her words were still fresh on my mind and heart as I introduced Bob Beaudine for the keynote. Mom 
ingrained in me that “a positive attitude is the little thing that makes a big difference AND the best is 
yet to come!” For 18 years of my childhood, she would wake me up every morning, singing, “Oh what 
a beautiful morning, Oh what a beautiful day!” It didn’t mean that the day would be without challenges, 
but it was still going to be amazing.

As we work on the relentless pursuit of 
excellence, knowledge, and expertise in 
our philanthropic world, we can rise above 
the fray with this little powder keg called 
“attitude.” I don’t think I ever heard a 
negative word come out of my mother’s 
mouth. In fact, love just oozed out of this 
woman. I miss her dearly. But I’m thankful 
that I inherited her enthusiasm and positive 
attitude. These are the secret ingredients to  
success in both fundraising and daily living.

4.  True friendship rules!

I LOVE my friends and, thankfully, they love me. I want to work with them, march with them, dream with 
them—I dig them! Best-selling author, world-class sports recruiter, and my great friend Bob Beaudine 

says it best:

Today, friendships are as vital to our dreams/
goals as food and water are to our bodies. . 
. . Your best friend is the one whose heart is 
knit to yours. . . . They simply love you for no 
good reason. They’re always on your side. 
The communication level here is deep. You’re 
actually with someone who gets what you’re 
all about, who just digs the way you’re wired 
together.



Dallas  I  ChICago  I  New York  •  214-866-7700  •  pursuant.com/sports

The role of a true friend is helping you become better—he or she helps you see yourself honestly, 
supports you, and inspires you to become more. In fundraising we need people in our lives who are our 
true friends. In addition to kindness and encouragement, this usually means they challenge our thoughts 
and motives in order to grow us to be more than we presently are. College athletics is a very special 
fraternity, and we need to be able to share our successes and failures with each other as we attempt to 
avert the stumbling blocks and realize our full potential.

5. Dream big! BIGGER!   

What is your dream? Do you have recurring dreams? What were you made to do? What makes 
you come alive? When you’re building your case for support, does your vision grab people to their 
core? And are you all in? Today, so 
many folks are so busy, and we get 
sidetracked, and then we forget our 
dreams. Patti Phillips, chief executive 
director of NACWAA, and Bob 
Beaudine walk this talk and challenge 
everyone in their path to dream bigger 
and declare their dreams.

We’ve found organizations that 
measure themselves against the 
industry, only to discover that they 
were underperforming and capable of 
so much more. Money was left on the 
table because they didn’t even think 
to ask what if WE could do more, be 
more? We have not—because we ask 
not! At Pursuant we challenge our 
partners and friends to declare their wildest dreams. And if you can dream it—we can help you fund it!

So thank you, women of NACWAA, for modeling excellence and unity, sharing the love and the passion, 
bringing the great attitude, being our new friends, and dreaming bigger! And most of all, thank you, 
Mom, for being my best friend—you would have loved NACWAA.

P.S. Please visit the Pursuant Sports website to learn more about dreaming bigger. And while you’re 
there, help us welcome Amanda Roberts, the newest member of the Pursuant team!

Robin Blakeley
President
Pursuant Sports

http://www.pursuant.com/sports
http://www.pursuant.com/about-us/press-releases/pursuant-ketchum-welcomes-amanda-roberts/

